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The Beginning

If we want a public that understands and
appreciates architecture we must start with
the children

• 1994 RIAI work on a school pack begins

• Obstacles : Costs
Rigid National Curriculum



Research Phase

Studied Government education policy documents

Spoke to:

• Department of Education

• National Council for Curriculum and
Assessment

• Teachers Subject Associations

• Individual Teachers



Objective

To understand !



Irish Education Structure

• Kindergarten / Crêche  (under 4)

• Primary School (5 – 11 )

• Secondary
Junior Cycle  (12 – 15)
Transition Year (15 – 16)
Senior Cycle (16 – 18)



National Curriculum

• Primary School: 11 subject areas

• Junior Cycle: 30 subject areas (15 subjects
usual)

• Senior Cycle: 30 subject areas (8 – 10
subjects usual)

• Junior and Senior Cycle end with National
Examinations



Change in Early 1990s

• Agreement on the need to encourage:
- critical thinking
- expressive and creative abilities
- awareness of national and European 

heritage and identity

• Benefits of cross-curricular activities and
interdisciplinary projects

• Environment as a "...an integrating curricular
principle and a pedagogically effective
teaching method."



Transition Year

• Breathing space between Junior and Senior
Cycles

• Fifteen/sixteen year olds

• No fixed curriculum

• Challenge for schools

• Opportunity for Architecture



Schools

• Teachers and pupils under pressure

• Rising expectations

• Limited resources

• Pressures of change

• Involvement of people working in secondary
school education critical



Partners

• Development of Teaching Materials:
Blackrock Education Centre
One of 25 teachers resource centres

• Funding:
Roadstone Ltd.
Manufacturer of building materials



Objectives for Pack

• Must fit educational framework

• Must help school fulfil its task

• Must help teacher do existing job

– Must not mean extra responsibility
– Must help solve teacher’s problems

• If not, it will never be used



Result

Shaping Space:

Architecture in the
Transition Year

1997



Shaping Space

• Written and illustrated by a team of architects
and teachers

•  Almost 300 pages of lesson plans,
worksheets, projects and homework
assignments



Structure

Three modules:

• “My Home”

• “Neighbourhood, Village, Town City”

• “Buildings through History”



Topics

Plan, section and elevation . . . .  Shelter . . . .
Use . . . .  Space . . . .  Light . . . . Colour . . .
Scale . . . .  Facades . . . . Materials . . . .
Structure . . . .  Building types . . . .  Evolution
of design ideas . . . . Vernacular and formal
architecture . . . .  Building regulations . . .
Site design . . .  Settlements . . . .  Urban
design . . . .  Streets, squares and public
spaces . . . .  Axis and vista . . . . Urban and
rural landscape . . . .  Communities and
change . . . .   Planning laws and procedures .
. .  . Conservation and innovation . . .



Lesson Plans



Work Sheets



Information Sheets



Surveying, drawing, model-
making.



Activities

Field trips . . . building surveys. . . design
exercises . . . art or craft work . . .
photography . . . film . . . poetry . . .
music . . . essays . . . furniture . . .
landscapes . . . prototypes . . .
scientific, social or economic reports . .
. public presentations . . . debates



Adaptable

• To suit the needs of individual schools and
students

• One module or a full year

• Academic and practical

• Teachers of history, geography, art or
construction studies, mathematics or music,
science, languages and literature, home
economics, social, environmental, business,
computer or media studies



Objective

Designed so that a teacher who knows nothing
about architecture at the outset can take on a
Shaping Space module with confidence



Government Support

• Department of Education’s Transition Year
Support Team advice

• ‘Training the Trainers’ Programme

• Shaping Space workshops for teachers in all
twelve Transition Year Regions.



Now

Elements of Shaping Space used in:

• Primary schools

• Junior Cycle

• Transition Year

• Leaving Certificate Applied

• Primary Teacher Training Colleges



Government Policy

Action on Architecture 2002 – 2005

• Included support for Shaping Space
• Policy implementation delays

• New Government Policy 2008 – 2014
• In preparation
• Proposed to include support for Shaping

Space again



www.riai.ie/education



Shaping Space



UIA BEE Network

• The International Union of Architects (UIA)
Architecture & Children Work Programme

• Step 1: Guidelines on architecture in schools
programmes, curriculum and teacher training

• Published Berlin 2002

• Objective: to help architects and teachers to
collaborate on teaching young people about
architecture



UIA Architecture & Children
Website

• Step 2: Architecture & Children website

• Electronic portal for the international exchange
of information and experience on teaching
children about architecture

• Pilot launched in Istanbul, 6 July 2005

• Website hosted by RIAI



http://uiabee.riai.ie



What is it important for children to
understand?

• That the quality of architecture affects the
quality of people’s lives

• That they have right to a decent built
environment

• That as adult citizens they will have a role,
with both rights and responsibilities, in seeing
that they get it.



'Architecture is the will of an epoch
translated into space'. Mies van der

Rohe .

If Shaping Space helps to give young people:

• a stronger sense of what makes good
architecture

• how they themselves can influence the quality
of the built environment   . . .

it will have succeeded in its aims



THANK YOU!


